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On May 21, Martha Lamas, spokesperson for the Reproductive Choice Information Group (Grupo
de Informacion en Reproduccion Elegida-GIRE), told reporters that a recent Gallup poll indicated
that most Mexicans favor decriminalization of abortion. In November 1991, Gallup surveyed 2,578
men and women residing in 36 cities (pop. 55,000 or over). Of total respondents, 77.3% said they
believed decriminalization of abortion would reduce the risk of death for thousands of women.
GIRE estimates that up to 2 million women seek abortions every year, and around 5,000 die as a
result of botched abortions or suicides motivated by unwanted pregnancy. Lamas said 77.5% of male
and 78.4% of female respondents said they believed the decision to terminate a pregnancy should
be made by the woman, or by the woman and her partner. According to 53.6% of the men and 43%
of the women in the poll said the Catholic Church's opinion on abortion should not be taken into
account when making the decision on whether to carry a pregnancy to term. Next, 75.6% of men and
66.2% of women said the Church should change its stance on abortion. Under current Mexican law,
women who seek abortions are subject to a maximum six-year prison term, except in cases of rape
or risk of death to the mother. Approximately 90% of Mexicans are declared Catholics. (Sources:
Agence France- Presse, 05/14/92, 05/21/92; Spanish news service EFE, 05/21/92)
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